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SAGUNTUM, 
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Its Deſtruction by HANNIBAL: - 


* 


EXT R A CTED 
From the Antient Hiftorians and Poets, 


For the Iluſtration of a Tracery TE Mi 
j cab 


The Fall of SAGUNTUM. 


— 


bo Lerras to a La of da. 


— , Me cate ate 


— — 


Audite, 0 Gentes, neu rumpite Fes Pane, 
Nec regnis poſt ferte Fidem. Sil. Ital. 


—— 


9 


* 0 ND O N; 15 
Printed z and Sold ab J * o BERT s in n Yarwick-lane. 


Ss = tere o Shilling} 


* 
I oy f 
0 = 
4 4 
— — * | 
0 E | | | 7 8 - * 
* wy . | 
| * 
2 | 
en 7 a | 
- * 
a 
e ö 
* of 
; 
ry * 
* # f 
| m : 
w . 
* 
— 
= a6 | 
o * 
* 4 | 
! ; | 
. 0 2 | 
* Wenn Fon 
» » > fi; C : 
i — 4 | 
* 4 : ö 
| _ 4 
8 ER a | 
- 
4 
. .Y 
* 
* : | 
* | | | 
* 
* : h 
el | | | 
0 1 > | | 
9 . ö 
| | 7 | 
* 1 b | 
1 | | 
* 
g a 
\ = 
. 1 . 2 4 : 
„%% | | 
g 2 e 
0 * 
| | | : 
* 1 
- | 
* F 
| : | 
N | | | 
- 
* : 
N s * = * Fl 
% * | 
* 
4 F | 
6 1 i . N k 3 . 
3 . * 4 
* 
| J 
4 f | | 
F 
2 | 
, . | | 
3 : | | | 
A N 7 2 »* * AD 4 : N 
' 122 * 
L 


4 ne eg, She Ne 


THE 


HISTORY 
SAGUNTUM, &c. 


In a Letter to a Lady of Quality. 


MADAM, 


ſending you a Copy of Mr. Frowde's 
Play, the Fall of SAGUNTUM);, 
SE I make no Doubt but your Lady- 
k ſhip will receive as much Entertain- 

ment from the Performance, as the Author will 
Pleaſure and Honour from the Approbation of 
ſo good a Judge. It would look like an Attempt 
to byaſs your Judgment, ſhould I give my O- 
pinion of the Play: but _ I think it neceſſa- 
| | ry 


* 
— 


wy 


ry to ſhew your Ladyſhip, I was ſincere when 
recommended it to your Peruſal. You will 
find in it a Tale artfully work'd up, and finely 
finiſh'd, concluding with the moiſt important 
Diſtreſs in Nature, a whole brave People pe- 
riſhing for their Fidelity, and a ſtrict Adherence 
to Leagues. And within this, Some of thoſe 
Diſtreſſcs, which, tho? in rhe general Run of 
Modern Tragedy they make the greateſt Fi- 
pure, yet are here but of the leſſer Order: 
Such are thoſe, which ariſe from the W orkings 


of private Perſons. The Characters are admirably 


juſtly drawn, and each properly diltinguiſh'd 
from the Other. The Manners and Sentiments 
are every where adapted to the Character of the 
Speaker; and, to wind up the Whole, the 
 Di&ion is Poetical and Dramatick: the Author 
ſeems to have reconciled the Flowers of Poetry 
to the Nature and Conſtitution of Dialogue. 
While J am ſaying good Things of this Play, I 
can't omit obſerving, that it has had the Ho- 
nour to be refuſed by the Managers of the Old 
; Houſe; who are grown ſo ungrateful to their 
| Benefactors of the Town, from little miſguided 


of all New Entertainments, except Such as the 
Power or Intereſt of the Author compels them 
10. Not that I reckon the elegant Compoſi- 
tions of Mr. Cibber in the Number of the laſt; 
but their Reception is accounted for by the Va- 
"nity and Fondneſs of a Parent, which is hap- 
pily alluded to in the following Lines of a late 
„„ N | 
1 S0 


of Love, Friendſhip, and Honour in the Breaſts 


ſuited to the carrying on this great Deſign : Each 


"Notions of Avarice, to deny them the Pleaſure 
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So delicate of late that Stage is grown, | 
No Works can enter there, except their Own. 


YOU may remember, Madam, when I 


promiſed You the incloſed Copy, I had the 
Honour of your Ladyſhip's Commands to give 


You ſome Account of the Hiſtorical Foundation 


upon which this Tragedy is built. In Order to 


fave your Ladyſhip the Trouble of turning over 


the ſeveral Hiſtorians and Poets, who relate this 
Story, I have made an Extract from Them of 


Every Thing material to be known, for the 
right Underſtanding and truly conceiving the 
Skill and Genius of our Author. The Siege 
of Saguntum is an Event of ſuch Importance in 


the Roman Hiſtory, as to be amply treated of 


by every Writer who takes in that Period of 


Time wherein it happen'd. I ſhall therefore 
in the firſt Place give your Ladyihip an Hiſto- 


rical View of it: But as it has alſo been em- 


belliſh'd by the Ornaments of Poetry; and as 


Mr. Frowde has not neglected to conſult them, 
I ſhall in the next Place fer it before your Lady- 
ſhip in that Light. And laſtly, as he has thro? 
the whole Performance, ſhewn himſelf a grear 
Maſter of Claſſical Knowledge and Poetical Hi- 
ſtory, I ſhall endeavour to explain ſuch Paſſages, 


as may ſeem to be of a more obſcure Kind than 


our Common Writers deal in. I hope, in This 


I ſhall commit no Outrage upon your Lady- 


ſhip's Learning, when I ſuppoſe You unac- 
quainted with ſeveral of thoſe Facts which 
the Learned Managers of Drury-Lane confeſs'd 
Themſelves ſo utterly ignorant of; that I am 


aſſured, They made up the Beſt Part of their 


Reaſons for rejecting the Play. 


B 2 | by 


— 
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1 proceed now to the Hiſtory which I pro- 
pos'd to give Lou. L7/FY, in his Preface to 


his Account of the Second Punic War, applies 
what he calls a common Remark moſt empha- 
tically to it. He tells us, He is going to write 

the Story of one of the moſt memorable Wars that 

ever happen'd in the World. to which from his 
own Relation I may add, that the Siege of Sa- 

tum was the moſt memorable Incident of that 


2 
War. Auſonius ſeems to think with Me, when 


he obſerves fincly, that the Three Panic Wars 
were a Leſſon to the World to avoid Perfidy, 
but that the Fall of Saguntum is an Inſtance 


which muſt forbid too great a Zeal for publick 


Faith. (*) 2 COX 


IN Order to ſet this Matter in a clearer Light 
to your Ladyſhip, it may be neceſſary to go 
back to the End of the firſf Punic War, and 
from thence take a View of thoſe Accidents, 
or Schemes, which by Chance, or Deſign, 
gave Birth to the Second. 


Ar the Concluſion of that War, in which 


both Sides were ſufficiently harraſs'd, the Car- 
thaginians found themſelves ſo much the more 
diſtreſt, as to make Overtures of a Peace. This 
was done by their General Amilcar, accepted 
by the Roman Conſul Luctatius, and the Treaty 
concluded upon Terms very diſadvantageous to 
the Carthaginians.* The Terms were, That they 
ſhould abandon Sicily, which before the War 
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by (*) Perfidiam vitare monent tria Punica Bella: 
Sed prohibet ſervare Fidem deleta Saguntos. | 4 
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11 
had been in their Poſſeſſion, and for ever re, 
nounce all Right and Claim to it; That they 


ſhould reſtore all Priſoners without Ranſom; 
ſuffer all the Roman Allies to remain in Peace, 


and pay within Twenty Years to the Romans 


a Sum which according to our Computation 
amounted to about 32 70 Pounds. And to 
all This, the Conſul added a Clauſe, That this 
Peace ſhould not bind the Romans, until their 


Senate and People agreed to it. 


THIS was the Origin of new Miſchief; 
the People of Rome, not liking the Agreement, 
ſent Commiſſioners into Sicily to ſettle a hetter: 
who exacted from the deſponding Carthaginians 
an Additional Sum of about Half the Former, 
and limited the Payment of the Whole to a 

much ſhorter Day. This, to be ſure, ſtuck 
hard with the Cartbaginians; but it is a true 
Maxim, that the Conquerors may give Laws, 
and the Conquer'd mutt receive them. TROY 


THE People of Carthage had by the Ex- 

nce of a long War, and the extravagant Pur- 
chaſe of this ignominious Peace, been reduced 
to ſuch Poverty, that when they were about to 
disband that great Army of Foreigners and 
other Mercenaries, which they had no longer 
Occaſion for, they found their Treaſury ſunk 
infinitely too low to ſatisfy the juſt Demands, 
and hard-carn'd Wages of the poor Soldiers. 
Ar firſt, They thought of borrowing Time 
from rhem, or of perſuading them, in gene- 
rous Compaſſion to the Diſtreſs of the Govern- 
ment, to remit Part of their Arrears; which 
the Soldiers, finding they were to be no longer 
em- 


ple on the 8 
up their Hands and pretend Compaſſion for 


161 


employ'd, one and all refuſed: and mutinouſly re- 
belling againſt their Maſters, choſe Leaders from 
among their own mercenary Tribes, laid Sie 

to Carthage, which they almoſt reduced, waſted 


the Country, and got into Poſſeſſion of ſeveral 


Towns upon the Continent of Africa. At 


length, after a bloody War of three Years, 


They were, by the Courage and Addreſs of 
Anilcar, entirely ſubdued, and driven out of 
all their Holds upon the African Coaſt. But 
a Part of them ſtill kept the Iſland of Sardinia 
in their hands. | T 


' THE Nona wholook'd on this inteſtine 


War with great Pleaſure, made Shew of Friend- 


Mip and Aſſiſtance to the Carthaginians: but 
did it in ſo faint a Manner, as might not pre- 


vent what they hop'd and expected, that the 


Commonwealth of Carthage, upon finding It- 
ſelf ſeverely preſs'd by the Mercenaries, ſhould 
one day ſurrender its Rights and Liberties to 
them, and for the future live entirely at their 
Difcretion. 4 This, acting the parts of Peo- 

-ſhore, who find it eaſy to hold 


Mariners in a Storm, tho' they ſecretly hope 
that the Veſſel will be wreck'd upon their Coaſt. 


THEY were ſorry to find themſelves balk*d 
in this Expectation, and therefore, when they 
ſaw Carthage emerging from her Troubles, they 
took Occaſion to pick a Quarrel with Her, in 
Order to keep her down. Some Roman Mer- 
chants had clandeſtinely furniſh'd the Merce- 
naries with Proviſion and Amunition, during 


the War in Africt: For which, the Carthagi- 


) mans, 


* 
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F 
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U7T 
vians, when they became Victorious, ſeiz'd and 
impriſon'd ſuch of them as they found, to the 
Number of about five Hundred. The Romans 


would proceed with a Shew of Juſtice, and 


therefore ſent Ambaſſadors to demand Satiſ- 
faction for This: which was preſently given 
them, the Merchants releas'd, and Matters 


quieted for this Time. 


BUT ſoon after, when the Mercenaries in 
Sardinia found themſelves hard preſs'd by the 
victorious Africans, They ſent Propoſals to the 
Romans to deſire their Protection, and to offer 
the Surrendry of the Iſland to them. This was 
what They had before refuſed from the Mer- 


cenaries in Africk, who had offer'd Them the 


Uſe of their Arms, the Poſſeſſion of what Ter- 
ritories they had, and their Aſſiſtance to take 
the reſt. Their Mock-Generofity then ſecur'd 
Carthage, becauſe, as I ſaid, they hop'd to have 
it upon eaſier Terms. But now, being diſap- 
pointed in thoſe Hopes, they thought it pro- 
per, as the Proverb ſays, Rather to play at ſmall 


Game than to ſtand out, and ſo determin'd to ſes 


cure Sardinia. They accepted the Offers of 
the Mercenaries, and denounc'd War againſt 
Carthage, upon the paltry Pretence that the 
Preparations againſt Sardinia were intended 
againſt Rome itſelf; and therefore would ſhame- 
leſsly inſinuate that the Carihaginians were the 
Aggreſſors. 


THE Carthaginians found Themſelves un- 


able to ſtand this Shock, and therefore pur- 


chaſed a new Peace at the Expence of all their 
Right and Title to Sardinia, and almoſt Two, 
| | Hun- 
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Hundred Thouſand Pounds into the Bargain. 


From this Day, Carthage was ſuffer'd to recover 
her Loſſes at Leiſure: Neceſſity taught her Pa- 
tience, till Time furniſh'd her with a Com- 
mander, who repay'd theſe Breaches of Faith 
to the Romans, with as great of his Own. To 
Him then let us turn our Eyes, and obſerve by 
what Steps and Management this Retaliation 


was brought about. 


I T was proper for the Carthaginians, after 
all theſe Loſſes and Hardſhips, to make ſome 
Attempts to reinſtate Themſelves in Power 
and Riches: But it was at the ſame Time pro- 


per that theſe Attempts ſhould be ſuch, as 
might give no Umbrage to the Rohwans. For 


this Reaſon, Nothing was to be done in the 


Mediterranean; Spain was a Country, that as 


yet the Romans had no Intereſt or Footing in 
any part of; but the Weſtward Side of it, 
that lay upon the Atlantis Ocean, was entirely 
unknown and undiſcover'd to them. This, there- 
fore, was a proper Scene for the Carthaginians 
to act in, unobſerv'd by the Romans; and for 
this Purpoſe, their famous Old General 4mil- 
car was diſpatch'd with a Fleet and ſome For- 


ces, for the Diſcovery and Conqueſt of It. 


I T muſt not be forgot, that it was upon the 
Departure of Amilcar for this Expedition, when 


he was ſacrificing for Succeſs, his Son Han- 
zibal, then a Child of about Nine Years Old, 
came to him, and in a fondling Manner begg'd 


to be carried. along with Him. To this He 


made no Anſwer; bur, his Blood boyling with 
Reſentment, for the Injuries and Inſults offer'd 


to. 


* 


mm 7 
to Him and his Country by the Nd Ko- 
mans, he took the Child's Hand, and laid i 
beneath his own on the Altar; and in a mo 
ſolemn Manner cauſed Him to ſwear, that He 
would ever be 4 mortal Enemy to the People of 
Rome, and fight with, and purſue them to De- 

ftruction, as ſoon as he had Strength and Tears 
- ſufficient * which dreadful Adjuration he ſeems 
never to have forgot. | 


 AMILCAR, with his Followers, paſs'd 
thro' the Streights of Gibralter, landed on the 
Weſtern Coaſts of Spain, made Settlements in 
the Country; and during Nine Years that he 
liv'd there, brought into Subjection to the State 
of Carthage moſt of the neighbouring Pro- 
vinces: but at laſt was ſlain in a Battel, valiant= 
ly fighting, againſt a People of Portugal, call'd 
then the Yetones. So ended this great Man, 
whoſe Succeſs was various, but his Character 
was univerſally agreed on. He was by all the 
World in his own Time eſteem'd a Second 
Mart; and all Poſterity fince ſcem fatisfied that 
he deſerv'd ſo much. TO Fo | 


AFTER the Death of Amilcar, Aſdrubal, 
who had been his Favourite and married his, 
Daughter, ſucceeded him in his Government 
of the Spaniſh Conqueſts. He was elected by 
the Army, and his Election confirmed by the 
Senate it Carthage. He was reckon'd a good 
Soldier, but did more in Spaia by his Policy 


1 than Courage. He made ſuch a Progreſs, that 


the Carthaginian Dominions in Spain ſoon ex- 
tended to the Mediterranean Sea: upon which 

de built a City that 8 call'd New Carthage, 
. FIR ö 


% 4: a0 


| now known by the Name of. Carthagena. This 


preſently alarm'd the Romans, who, foreſeeing 
that as yet the Carthaginians had not Force e- 


vough to withſtand Them in Caſe of a new 
War, hut dreading the Conſequence of a far- 


«be, oa of their Arms, reſolv'd to add a 
new, Infolence to their former Outrages. They, 
therefore, ſent Ambaſſadors. to Aſdrubal, inti- 


mating, thar they apprehended his coming Eaſt- 


ward might be with a Deſign upon 7raly; and 
defiring, that, He would enter into a Renewal 
of the Old League, to which they annex'd this 
new Condition, that the Carthaginian Power 


_ ſhould never pals the River Ebro. This Aſdru- 
bal teadily comply'd with, as knowing that his 


„„ ©za4 


private Act, done without Commiſſion, or Au- 


. thorj;y, could never bind the States, his Maſters: 
nid che Romans as greedily, and incautiouſſy 


allo wid the Deccit. However, They reap'd 
this Advantage from it, if it may be accounted 
ſuch, that fome Cities of Spain perceiving there 
was a Power on Earth of which the Carthagi- 
man ſtaod in Awe, threw themſelves inte the 


Prote&ibn, and fought the Alliance of that 


Power. One of the Foremoft of theſe was 
Saguntum, who preſently entred into a League 
with the- Romans, and as their Ally, thoughr 
it felf fecure from the encroaching Power of 
the Carthaginians, - e 5 


— 


Els is the Story, as I find it moſt im- 


artially related, tho' if we may take Livy's 
Won this 'Submiffion and Alliance happen'd 


before the Treaty with 4/arabal, in which, he 
lays, the Saguntines were expreſsly compriz'd, 
and their Freedom and Privileges ſtipulated for. 
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BE This as it will "pled ad not N 
ſurvive this Treaty, but was aſſaflinated' by 2 
Slave whoſe Maſter He had put to Death: 0 
was ſucceeded in the Command of a0 d 77 
by Hannibal a Son of Amilcar; to the 

ning of whoſe Life We wil return, a lictte A 


* + : 27.7 


HANNT BAL is too rent a Chalet in 
this' Story, as well as in feverat” Others, ro, be 
paſs'd over with a bart Account of who Joh. 
and Succeſſor. he was: it is therefore. Op oe 
take Notice what his Country men t 

him from the Beginning, 12 72 what the 1 
expected, or rather dre aded,. from bim and h 
Family. There ha been in Carthage 2 Kee 
never will be wantinp in Fl rich [ahi 1 


poſits E 


Commonwealths, t x of 


a long Standing. At af Head: 5 On of 

Theſe, Amilcar, by his grear Court And. Ser- 

vices, was readily placed. His high e 1 1 I 
S 


Reſentment of 15 Fes: and his Genius 

made him defire to be al was in Atms: wh 100 | 
was alfo the Sentiment of his Party. 1 o- 
ther Faction, of which Hauno, whom e ma 

call the De- volt of his Times, was the Fed, 

had quite contrary Notions. They held, thar 
Trade and Commerce were the Hinges of the 
Republick, that Peace was the beſt Safeguard 
for Them; that, therefore, it was jmpolitick 

to provoke the Romans ; wiſely foreſeeing g That | 
In Succeſs might enflaye Them to Foreigners, 

or Good, to their Servants: The Man w ha 

l obtain'd fo o great a Conqueſt, muſt pre fenti 
his Reputation grow roo big a Subject fo! on 
4 Senate of Carthage: and have all their Liber- 
* G2 . 


ties in his. Power. But as Succeſs and Fortune 
are the beſt Arguments to a giddy People; fo, = 
aa after Amilcars Conqueſts in Spain, Hanno's _ 
Party began to decline: and Amilcar's Power 
2 and Intereſt increaſed for the ſame Reaſons fol- 
which They ought to be ſuppreſs!d. So that 
Hannes Party had the Pleaſure of Speeches and 
Arguments in the Senate, and of finding Rea- 
ſon generally on their Side, while Amilcars 
Pas comforted: by knowing that Votes were 
faken by Number, and not Weight. : 


* Won SF: FO IC . : 3 3.4m +, 
1... HANNIB AL, as we. obſerved before, 
as Nine years old when his Father went in- 
to Spain; Nine Years. his Father commanded 
there; nor was it till the fifth: Vear of Aſdru: 
als Government that Hannibal was permitted 
to go to the Army: It hęing always the Policy 
. of Hanno, and his Party, to breed him at home 
in Civil. Life: So much they fear'd from his 
own Inclinations to War, and the aſpiring Ge 
nius of his Family. He was three and twen- 
ty Vears old, when. Aſarubal ſent to the States 
of Carthage, requiring his Preſence in the Camp: 
hs the Matter was debated inthe Senate, and with Þ 
great Ren carried, that He. ſhould be 
Por. | He no ſooner arrived in Spain, than his 
3 Preſence gave univerſal; Joy: The Soldiers re= © 
cClollecting from his Behaviour, the Air, Man- 
+. ners, on other great Qualities: of his Father. * 
Vet He had not been long amongſt them, be- 
fore his tranſcendent Virtues made Thoſe of ß 
his Father forgotten. Aſarubal, who was very | 
Tal fond of Him, took Delight in putting him upon 
all Expeditions of Truſt and. Honour; whick 
I generally. exceured wich amazing 98400 
| | 7 t. 
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and Conduct. He was ſtrong 


and fearleſs; 


active, and expert; patient of Hunger and 


Thirſt, and all bodily Fatigue, ro ſo great a 
Degree, that He neither eat, drank, or ſlept, 


but at thoſe - Seaſons when he was abſolutely 


diſengaged from the Buſineſs of the War. And 
with all This, ſo fond of, and familiar with, the 


Soldiers, as to render Him their univerſal: Dar- 


ling. Never was there more Joy in a Camp, 
nor ſo unanimous an Agreement, as when He 
was choſen General; which was about Three 


Years after his Arrival. So now We bchold 


him in his fix and twentieth: Year, at the Head 


of a powerful Army, ready to enterprize'Things 
at which the World then trembled; and all 


Poſterity have ſince beheld with Wonder. 


I muſt not omit here, that the Roman Wri- 
ters charge him, as a Counterpoiſe to all theſe 
Virtues, wich Cruelty, Inhumanity, Perfidy, 


and Irreligion. But whether any of thoſe Vi- 


ces will appear in his CharaQter in the Sequel 
of this Story, I leave it to your Ladyſhip to 
judge. ba ente 


HANMNTB AI's Election was ſoon con- 
firmed by the Senate of Carthage, tho' nor 
without ſome Grumbling from the oppoſite 
Party : His known Hatred of the Romans was 
repreſented as dangerous, tho' there was a Ma- 
jority in the Senate, who hated them full as 
much; And, as They knew Hannibals Inten- 
tion, they would gladly have given him a fi- 
lent Permiſſion, to attack them when he found 
it advantagious : to the End, that if he had 
not ſucceeded, they might deny it to be 48, 

e ' R Wd . A 8 5; 


L 4 J = 

Act; tho! in, Caſe of Succeſs, they were re- 1 

ſolved to.ayow it. And They rather wiſtrd, + 
that he would proceed thus, while their State * 

Was in à flouriſhing Condition: becauſe from 

1 pl, | | . 2 

the experienced Perfidy of the Romans, they A 

expected Them to be the Aggreſſors, aſſoon 4 

as any Misfortune, or Diſtreſs, in the Repub- = 
lick gave them a Temptation 0 


Jͤ •b 7 RN I II ene i 2111 | = 
"HANNIBAL, was well acquainted with © 
this Diſpoſition of his Countrymen, and rook $ 

is Meaſures ageordingly. It was his Father's 1 
laxim, and he was reſolvod to purſue it, that, 14 
in making War with the Romans, it was advan- 1 
tagious to ſtrike the firſt Blow: He had from 1 
the Beginning projected 4 Deſign of marching 1 
his Army over the Country into /taly, where 
He did not doubt, if He could arrive without 1 
1 Oppoſition, that he might accompliſh his Re- 
| venge. But This, nor any.other;of his Deter- 
| minations, did He communicate to the Senate 
1 of Carthage; as well becauſe He would nor 1 
1 have them publickly diſputed; and therefore 2 
8 liable to a Countermand, as to keep them en- 

tirely a Secret from the Romans: which He 4 
1 could not expect, if they had been cauvàſo d in A 
s ana ſfembly, where He and his Friends hadifoma- - 
x opcnOppoſers. He, cherefore, relolv'd'firſt 4 
to lay Siege to Saguntum; which Step he knew = 
- would be, approved of by the Carthaginiayus,  *® 
who ſecretly | reſented that Town's putting = 
It {elf in the Protection of their old and 4 
inveterate Enemies; and which could not be 1 
conſtrued as an immediate making War againſt 3 
the Romans. Fo $4069 in s 74 
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BUT, in Order to This, it was neceſſary to 
ſubdue ſome People, and make himſelf Maſter 
of a Tract of Country, which lay betwixt him 
and Saguntum. He, therefore, firſt turn'd his 
Arms upon the Olcades, a People not far diſtant 
from New Carthage. He beſieg'd Althea, their 
Capital Town, (Livy calls it Carteia,) which 
in a few Days He became Maſter of: and be- 
fore the Winter came on, got into Poſſeſſion 
of all the other Towns of their Country, and 
made an entire Conqueſt of the whole Pro- 
vince. In the next Spring He found his Hands 
full of Work; for the Spaniards, enraged with 
his Treatment of the Olcades, roſe up againſt Him 
by whole Nations. Early in the Seafon, he 
led his Army againſt the FVacchii, the Inhabi- 

rants of Old Caftite, and after vanquiſhing and 
plundering Them, was returning ro New Car- 
thage, laden with Spoils and Pillage: but was 
preſently purſued by the aſſembled Forces of 
the Toletani, the Inhabitants of Toledo, thoſe of 
Salamanca, with the Remnants of the Olcades 
and Yacceii, to the Number of One hundred 

Thouſand Men. He was overtaken upon the 
Banks of the River Tagus, and it was the Ex- 
pectation of the Spaniards, that as He had 
always ſhewn himſelf a Man of defperate Cou- 
rage, He might, at this Juncture, be drawn in- 
to a Battel, tho' the Odds and Advantage 
were againſt him. Bur He, who feund his 
Army incumbred with Baggage, and ill ſitu- 
ated, play'd upon this Occaſion a Maſter-piece 
of Policy, ſufficient alone to procure him the 
Character, which he bears, of a moſt compleat 
General. He pitch'd his Camp by the River- 


ſide, 
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ſide, and made Show as if he feared his Enes 


mies: but in the Midſt of the Night, he fe- 


eretly and ſuddenly march'd his whole Army 


over the River, and, in the Morning, appeared 


encamp'd: at. a Convenient Diſtance on the o- 
ther Side. This Precipitation, miſconſtrued for 
Fear by the Enemies, together with a Show of 
Retteat, which he made from his new Camp, 


encourag'd them to purſue him over the Tagus: 


which they did in a tumultuous and diſorderly 
Manner, fluſh'd with the Hopes of Victory; 


Plunder, and Revenge. He waited 'till they 


were in the midſt of the Ford, and then turn'd 
bis Horſe and his Elephants upon them. Their 
Confuſion was ſo great, that in a little Time 
he gain'd a moſt compleat . Victory : and after 


ravaging their Countries, He march'd his Ar- 
my towards, Saguntum, now the only City in 


Spain, on the South fide of the Ebro , which did 
not own Him for their abſolute Lord. 


As violent and ambitious as Hannibal was, 
He could not attack the Saguntines without 
ſome Pretext and Appearance of Reaſon for ſo 
doing, which as yet He wanted. He therefore 


induſtriouſly fomented a Diſpute between Them 
and the Turdetani, a neighbouring People; and 


of this Difference He as artfully procur'd him- 


ſelf to be choſen Judge by the Turdetani. The 


Saguntines, perceiving from This and the reſt 
of his Behaviour, that he did. not intend fo 


much to act the Mediator, as the Deſtroyer, 


ſeat Ambaſſadors to Rome, to demand Aſſiſtance 


againſt the threatening Danger. The Ambaſſa- 


dors were receiv'd and introduced to the Senate 


| by. P. Cornelius Scipio, and T. Sempronius Longus, 


RR - 
then Conſuls: Where having propoſed, the 
> Matter, it was reſolv'd, after ſome idle Debates, 
do ſend Ambaſſadors to Spain, to inſpe& tlie 
3} State of their Allies; and, if they found Cauſe, 
to charge and require Hannibal to forbear all 
Ats of Hoſtility, and from thence fail over to 
* Carthage, and lay before the Senate there 4 
true Report of the State of the Caſe. But be? 
fore theſe Ambaſſadors could ſet forward on 
their Journey, Tidings arrived that Sagumtum 
was actually beſieg d. Upon this, the Senatt 
reſum d their Debates: Some were of Opinion, 
that War was immediately to be declar d a- 


' 


gainſt Carthage both by Land and Sea:, Others 
thought it more adviſable ro ſend Forces pre- 
ſently into Spain againſt Hannibal: Whilſt Some: 
of a colder, ungenerous, Diſpoſition, . reck6n'd 
it a Matter of too great Importance to engag 


raſhly in, and therefore advis'd-Delay *rill*t 
Return of the Ambaſſadors. * This laſt Adyice 


2 


was approy'd of as the ſafeſt, and juſteſt; and 
the Ambaſſadors accortliagly Gifpacch'd in Halte 
with Commiſſion, firft, to treat with Hami⸗ 
bal before Faguntum; and, then, if he refuſed 
to deliſt, to apply to the Senate at Carih 
that Hannibal ſhould be deliver'd up to the 1 
mans, to be by Them puniſh'd for Violation 


of the League. 


LE x it here be offer d, as fome ſmall Ex- 
cuſe for this Procraſtination of the Roman, 
that They had, but a little before this Embaſty 
was receiv'd, ſent Emilius with a powerful” 
Fleet and Army againſt Demerrius Pharjus, 
whom they had formerhy made King of 7/tyris 
bur who Htely finding 3 Benefactors engaged 

in 


—ů ů — 
* r e Wel 
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x8] | 
in a War with the, Gauls, had ungratefully 
rebell'd, and done them much Miſchief. * How- 
ever, he tim'd his Inſurrection ill; for He be- 
gun, when the War with the Gaul was well 
1gh concluded; and Æmilius, who landed in 
his, Country about the Time that Saguntum was 


1 10 return to our Ambaſſadors - , whoſe 
Names were P. Valerius Flaccus, and &. Bebins 
Pamphilys. They found Hannital before Sa- 


A who, as ſoon as he heard of their Ar- 


Tival, ſent them a frivolous Excuſe for refuſing 
them Audience; alledging, that his Army was 
compos d of ſo many barbarous Nations, that 


ir would not be ſafe; for them to venture their 


Perſons, amongſt them; upon which They ſet 
: ONE ITS wi nt ien f 
Sail immegiarely fer Carrbage. 


= * © 


VIE 


I chuſe to, follow. Zei in this Account ra- 
ther tha Polzbius, whom. Sir Walter Raleigh, 
from an Opinion of his, Sincerity and Imparti- 
ality,..cſpouſes as the trueſt. Polhbius ſays, that 
thaſe Amhaſſadors found Hannibal in Wincer- 
:Quarters,at New Carthage; that they had Audi- 
ence from him, but received an Anſyer ſo ambi- 
* as they could collect Nothing certain 

rom: which, if true, muſt have been ſome 
Time before the Siege of Saguntum: Not to 
mention, that Livy's Story is more, amply and 


diſtinctly related than that of Polybius, L think 


his Character of 2 muſt as to this Caſe 


vaniſh, when We conſider him as reporting 


This more to the Diſhonour, of his Country- 
men chan the other Hiltorian has done, There 


beſieg d, abſolutely defeated him before the Se- 
cond Punic War was declare. 


4 Was 
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was Nothing improper in ſending Ambaſſadors 
to a General lying in Winter Quarters, and only 


threatninpg their Allies: but, I think, that af- 


ter the Town was inveſted; their Plenipoten- 
tiaries to Hannibal ought to have appear'd at 
the Head of an Army, and demanded a Parley 


2 


WELL, then; Our Ambaſſadots are ar- 
riv'd at Carthage, where they find little better 
Entertainment than from Hannibal. They are, 
indeed, receiv'd, and admitted to an Audience; 
but Hannibal, when he diſmiſs'd them, ſent at 
the ſame time ſuch Accounts and Advices to his 
Friends, as effectually prevented the Rymans ob- 
taining from the Senate any thing they demand- 
ed from Them. Upon the Introduction of the 
Ambaſſadors, Hanno was the only Perſon in the 
Aſſembly that ſpoke any thing in their Favour. 
He reminded the Senate of the firm Adhefion 
© that was due to Leagues and Treaties; of 

the unjuft Hatred that Amilcar's Race and 

Family bore the Romans; of the Danger there 
was in encouraging an ambitious Young Man 
to begin War after War; which might give 

Him an Opportunity of living aiways in Arms, 
and at the Head of Legions ; and thereby en- 
abling him, who thirſted for Nothing more, 
at one time or other to ſeize upon the Liber- 

ties of his Country. He urg'd that Breach 

of the Laws of Nations, which Hannibal 
committed, by refuſing Audience to the Am- 
baſſadors of their Friends: and with ſeem» 
ing Apprehenſion of the Divine Vengeance 


Q 


© for that and the other Infractions of their 


© Leagues with the Romans, put Them im Mind 
| D 2 =. 
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© the: Bra | | 
© ſhould incline the Senate to ſhew him an 


1 20 | 


©. of the great Victories formerly obtain'd a- 
© gainſt-them, as a Puniſhment for their pre- 
© ceding Perfidics. He talk d, as it were pro- 
© phetically, of Carthuge's ſuffering the ſame 


© Treatment from the Romans, as 3 apron 
then did from Hannibal. and conclu 


that 
© tho' his known Hatred for Amilcar and his 
Race, (which, he ſaid, was founded upon his 
Leve of Peace and Juſtice;) might render 
6 his Advice ſuſpected, yet He was of Opinion, 
© that Ambaſſadors ſhould be ſent to the Ro- 


« mans and Seguntines to beg Pardon and Repa- 
c ration for their Affronts and Injuries; an Or- 
© der of the States ſent to Haunihal to deſiſt 


© from his Enterprize on Saguxtzam; and that 
He ſhould deliver himſelf to the Romans, to 
be by Them puniſh'd as he 2 But if 

and Services of the oung Man 


£ Compaſſion; that then he ſhould only be diſ- 
c miſs'd from his Command, and baniſh'd to 


" 


the remoteſt Corner of the Earth. | 


HE ſpoke without Applauſe z and almoſt 
without Anſwer; None other being made him, 


but chat What he urg'd was more like the 
Speech of an Enemy than even the Raman Am - 


haſſadors could make: and that Hamibal was 
not the Agger 
tines; wih bad injur'd Him by wronging his 


| Friends and Albes the Turiedax; : and that if the 
guntines upon this Occaſion, - They ſhew'd their 


fit to take Part with the Sa- 


<Comempt of Leagues and Friendſhip, by pre- 


ferring their few Amity with them before their 
told and oftabliſh'd Alliance with the People: of 


 ? ho ar- 


— 


eſſor in this Caſe, but the Sagun- 


1271 


8 Carthage. Such was the Succeſs of this Em- 


baſſy, which We will leave, to return to Sagun- 
tum, now actually inveſted and brought to ſore 
Diſtreſs by Hannibal. e 


'  $4GUNTUM is faid to have been built by 


Hercules, about two Hundred Years before the 
Siege of Troy; He left a Colony of Greeks there, 
who after ſome conſiderable time were join' 


by another Colony from Ardea, a Town in 


utilia: A Parcel of the fineſt Country in Spain 
belong'd to it; and the Inhabitants, what by 
their fine Situation, what by their Trade and 


Commerce with F 50 were now become 


the greateſt and richeſt People, as well as their 
Ciry the fineſt and ſtrongeſt upon the Spaniſh 


Continent. But their Period was come, 


; 2 
Nothing is now left, of all their Greatneſs, but 


the Fame, the only, but, I believe, thro' Mr. 
FROFDE's Pla 3 the eternal Re ward of their 


Fidelity. To Him will be chiefly due, that 


Saguntum's enerous Fires ſeal blaze with Fame, 


Aud late Poſterity record ber Name. 


K. „ ä i | FT NP - ropes? 
HANNIBAL, us weobſerv'd before, took 
upon him to reſent theQuarrel with the Turdetaui, 
invaded the Territories of Saguntum with a for- 
midable Army, with which, after he had bar- 


raſsd the adjacent Country, he begirt the Town 


in a formal Siege. He made fterce and violent 


Attacks upon it, but chiefly in three Places; 
| there was one Corner of the Wall which ſhot 


out into an open Valley; and againſt This He 


attempted to erect certain Galleries or Blinds, 


made of Timber and Hurdles, uaertheSheleer 
CT | | | 0 
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22 
of which his Men might ſafely approach, and 
bring up their Battering Rams to play againſt 
it. Bur rho? this ſeem'd the moſt proper Place 
for his Aſſaults, yet the Event did not anſwer 
his Expectation: For it was commanded by a 
large high Tower, and the Wall was here, as 
in a Place moſt expoſed to Danger, built higher 
and ftronger than any where elſe. Beſides, it 
was mann'd by the choiceſt and ableſt People, 
becauſe the Citizens would make the moſt vi- 
gorous Defence, where there was greateſt Like- 
Ido of the moſt violent Attack. From thence, 
with their Darts and Lances they kept the Ene- 
my at a Diſtance, and ſo diſmay d the Labourers 
and Pioneers, that they could not work upon 
the intended Buildings. They not only aſſaulted 
the Beſiegers from the Tower and Walls, but 
frequently took Courage 'to fally forth, beat 
their Out-guards, and enter'd their Trenches 
and Works, and generally put them to Flight 
with leſs Loſs to themſelves than the Foe. 
Nay, it once happen'd that Hannibal himſelf, 
Incautiouſly approaching too near the Walls, 
receiv'd a Wound-in 'the Thigh with a Javelin 
from thence, upon which he fell don as dead. 


This ſo diſcourag'd his Forces, that they fled 


with univerſal Precipitation, almoſt quitted their 


Engines and Fortifications, ſo that the Siege for 


this time had like to have been raiſed. 


TILL the General's Wound was cur'd, tho? 
the Siege was indeed continued, yet few Aſſaults 
were made, and Thoſe not very violent: which 
gave Both Sides Leiſure to prepare new De- 
vices, and erect new Engines, for mutual Of- 
fence and Defence. The Recovery of Hanni- 
1 | als 
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tals Health made the Wan grow hotter and 
fiercer than before; his Plenty of Men, for He 
had no leſs than an hundred and fifty thouſand, 

enabled him to make ſeveral Attacks, and in 
ſeveral Places at once: Inſomuch, that Galle- 
ries were built, and Battering Rams applied, to 
divers Parts of the Walls, where it was at firſt 
thought impracticable to place Them: While 
the Citizens were ſo taken up with framing 
and managing Engines to annoy the Enemy, as 
well as defending themſelves at ſo many Places, 
that they had fearcely a Hand to ſpare. And 
now their Calamity grew greater; the Walls 
were ſo batter'd on every Side, that their Fall 
was every Moment expected; At length, a 
Breach was made ſo wide, that the City ſeem'd 
quite naked and defenceleſs: and to enhance the 
Misfortune, three Towers, with all the Wall 
betwixt them, fell down at once with a dread- 
ful Craſh. Upon This the Carthaginians thought 
the Town their own, and ruſh'd into it in 
Throngs; but the Beſieg'd met them with 
ſuch Numbers, and ſuch Courage, as if the 
Wall before had only kept them within: Both 
Sides met in Heaps, and fought with ſuch Fu- 
ry, as if One had been as eager to get out, as 
the Other to come in. So that this Engage- 
ment look'd rather like a pitch'd Battel, in the 
open Space which was between the Walls and 
the Houſes of the City, than One of thoſe tu- 
multuous Sallies, or Skirmiſhes, that happen at 
the Common Sieges of Towns. The Fight 
= more and more obſtinate: both Parties 
being equally actuated by the Different Impulſes 
of Hope and Deſpair. The Africans fought 
bravely, conſidering This as the laſt a 
2 is py 


hy 
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of a deſperate People; the Saguwines did the" 
Same, thro* an obitinate Loye for their Native 
Town, which, ſince it was now deſtitute of 
Walls, they ſeem'd reſolv'd to defend with 
their Bodies: Every one reſolutely —— 
not to retreat a Step, leſt an Enemy ſhould 
advance in his Place; fo that the Fight grew. 
{ſill cloſer, inſomuch that there was not 2 Dart 
flung, nor a Blow ſtruek, without Executions 
Eſpecially, on the Part of the Saguntiues, who 
ade uſe of an extraordinary Weapon call'd 
Falerica. This was a Kind of miſſile Spears 
headed with Iron three foot long z the Shaft, up- 
on which the Iron was fix d, was long and round, 
bound about with Tow, and beſmear' d with 
Pitch, to which they ſet Fire before they flung In 
it. The Head was thus long, that it might —( 
pierce thro” the Arms iato the Body: but in 
Caſe it only ſlack in the Shield, the Fire, which _ 
was before kindled, grew by the Rapidity of 
the Motion into ſuch a Blaze, as it cmpel d 
the Enemies on whom it lighted to fling away bo 
their Targets in a Fright, and remain naked to 
receive fuch. Blows and Darts as were after- 
wards aim'd at them. AT 11. 15 2 


THE Battel had ſo long continued doubt · 
ful, that the Sagum iues took 1 freſh Courage 
upon finding they had made ſo much better 
a Defence than they expected; while the lr. © 
fricans grew diſheurten'd by peidei ing, that 1 
in ſpight of their Numbers, they had gain d 15 
Ao ground: So that the Beſieg'd all at once 
ſet up à ſudden Shout, puſh'd fiercely upon the 


des, and drove them back to the Ruins of the 
Wall: whete being iacumbre d in cheir Retreat, 
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they fell into Diſorder, were entirely put to 
flight, and were chaſed with great Slaughter to 
their Camp. Thus far, ſays LIV, had the 
Siege been carried on, before the Arrival of 


the Ambaſſadors, to whom Hannibal refuſed 


Audience, as has before been ſaid. 


B UT while the Romans were thus waſting 
time in fruitleſs Embaſſies, Hannibal was not 
negligent of the Buſineſs of the War; yet 
ſince the laſt Defeat he gave his Forces a fe 
days Refreſhment, .tho' not without ſetring 
proper Guards to defend thoſe Engines of Bat- 
tery which he had before raiſed. But during 
thoſe few days, he ſpent his time in endea- 
vouring to raiſe the Spirits of his Soldiers: 
now, by incenſing them againſt the Beſieg'd, 
with the Shame of the late Repulſe; then by 
encouraging them to proceed upon hopes of 
Plunder. This laſt Argument ſeem'd the beſt 
to them, inſomuch that from the Time they. 
were aſſur'd they ſhould have the pillaging of 
the City, their Courage was ſo inflam'd, they 
ſeem'd ready to. purſue his Orders upon the 
molt deſperate Deſign he could form. Mean 
while the Beſieg'd employ'd this Interval from 
fighting, without ceaſing either by Day or 
Night, in making new Fortifications for Them- 
ſelves, but, particularly, an Intrenchment be- 
hind the already mentioned Breach, This Calm 
was no ſooner over, than preſently enſued a 
Storm more terrible than before; nor could 
the ſurprized Citizens tell to which Part of che 
Town they ſhould turn to make Defence, . 
various were the Shouts and Alarms on every 
Side. Hannibal himſelf came in Perſon to en+ 
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courage his Men, as they were forcing up to- 


ward the Walls a great wooden Tower raiſed 
upon Wheels, ſo high that it commanded all 
the Fortifications in the Town. From this 
Tower; when they had brought it cloſe ro the 
Walls, they fo annoyed the Beſieged with 
whole Showers of Darts, Arrows, large and 
ſtall Stones, (which they diſcharged from * Ca- 
tapulta s and f Balifia's, with which every 
Story of it was furmiſh'd,) that they were o- 
bliged to quit the Walls. Hannibal embraced 
this Opportunity of ſending five hundred Pio- 
neers toundermine the Wall; which they did ſo 
effectually, that ſoon after came tumbling down 
4 great 1 of it more than they ex- 
pected: Thro' this large Breach, whole Troops 
of Africans entred into the City, and poſſeſs'd 


| themſelves of a ſmall Hillock, brought thirher 


2 theit Engines and Batteries, and raiſed a 
all round it: So that they had within the 


Walls a kind of Baſtion of their own which 


commanded the whole City. Nor were the 
Sagantines idle in the mean while; they pre- 
ſently ran up a Countermure, to ſecure as 
much of the Town as was ſtill their own. Thus 
both Sides continued fortifying and fighting + 
with the utmoſt Diligence and Courage. Bur 
tho' the Ground was diſputed inch by inch, the 
Poſſeſſion of the Beſieged grew daily leſs and 
leſs ; yet they ſtill reſolutely defended what was 


*** 


8 — 2 


he Catapulta was an Engine from which the Ancients dif- 
charged at once great Numbers of Darts, Arrows, and other miſfile 
Veapons : | ” 27 | 
+ The Baliſta was another Engine which caſt forth with prodigious = 
Violence grens Quantities of Stones, Lead, or other bulky Matter. + 
| left [s 
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left, tho' a Scarcity of Proviſions, by reaſon 
of the long Siege, a Deſpair of Aſſiſtance from 
the Romans, on whom alone They had any 
Dependance, and the furious Attacks of a vic- 
torious Enemy, conſpir'd to drive them to the 
utmoſt Deſpondency, which they muſt imme- 
diately have ſunk into, had not an unexpected 
Accident relieved them for a ſmall Time. 


; THE Oreanes and Carpetanes, two neigh» 

| bouring People, being diſcontented with - the 

too rigorous Levies of Soldiers that had Dog 
4 


made amongſt them, ſeiz d Some of Hannibals 
Officers, and threatened a Revolt: 55 that 
Hannibal's Preſence was thought neceſlary a- 


mongſt them. This took him for a whi 

from the Siege; tho” as ſoon as he b 
the Mutineers laid down their Arms, and ſub- 
mitted to his Mere x. 


THE Siege went on, notwithſtanding his 
Abſence; for he deputed Maberbal the Son of 
Himilco, Commander over it; who was not 
idle himſelf, nor ſuffered either the. Beſiegers, 
or Beſieged to be ſo. He made ſome fortunate 
Attacks, and with his Battering Rams ſhatter d 
ſeveral new Parts of the Wall ſo much, that 
Hannibal, at his Return, found every Place fult 
of freſh Ruins. Hannibal, on Sight of This, 
drew up his whole Army, and made a vigorous 
Aſſault upon the Chief Caſtle or Ciradel of the 
Town. The Beficged, maintain'd a moſt ohſti- 
nate Fight; the Beſiegers were as reſolute: 
So that after much Blood loſt on both Sides, 
Hamibgl found himſelf in Poſſeſſion of a grear 
Part of chat Fortress. 


— 


[ 28 ] 


_- WHILE Things were in this Extremity, 
there had like ro have happen'd a favourable 
Accident, which might have given ſome Re- 
lief to the diſtreſt Saguntines. It was a ſort of 
a Treaty, carried on by the Means of Alcon 
and Alorcus, (the one a Saguntine, and the other 
a Spaniard;) The firſt, in hopes of prevailing 
upon Hannibal by Intreaty, ſtole from the Town 
by Night, unknown to his Fellow-Cirizens, 
and threw himſelfat the General's Feet: From 
Whom he could extort Nothing but theſe ſe- 
vere Conditions; that his Countrymen ſhould 
make... Reſtitution to the Turdetani for all their 
"Loſſes and Damages, ſurrender to the Vidtor 
aohate ver Galt or Silver they had, and departing 
he City with Each but One Suit of Apparel take 
up their Dwelling wherever the Carthaginians 
Should think fit to appoint. When Alcon per- 
ceiv'd that no better Terms were to be made, 
he chang'd his Dcfign, and from a Mediator 
became a Deſerter: refuſing to go home, and 
alledging for his Excuſe, that his Countrymen 
would put to the fevereſt Death any Man who 
made 'Them ſuch Propoſals. Alorcus was pre- 
ſent at this Conference, and after uſing his En- 
deavours to perſwade Alcon to return with the 
Conditions, upon his abſolute Refuſal, offered 
himſelf to be the Meſſenger, and try what he 
could make the Saguntines ſubmit to for their 
own Advantage. He was at this time in the 
Service of Hannibal, but had formerly ſojourn'd 

in Saguntum; and, as he had been kindly en- 
tertain'd there, always profeſs'd his Gratitude 
and Regard for the Citizens. He went imme- 
giately to the outmoſt Centinels, ſurrender'd his 
6 1 1 2 Dp EN I . Arms, 
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Arms, paſs'd over their Works, and according 
to his Requeſt, was carried before the Gover- 
nor of Saguntum. The People flock'd about 
him in Crouds, bur at his Deſire were diſmiſt, 
and the Senate aſſembled, ro whom He ſpoke 
as follows. 


© HAD Alcon, your Fellow-Citizen, who 
c came to Hannibal to fue for Peace, been in- 
© clin'd to bring You back thoſe only Condi- 
© tions on Which it may be procur'd, I ſhould 
not have given my ſelf or You this Trouble. 
I am neither Hannibal's Agent in this Affair, 
nor a Deſerter from his Service. But foraſ- 
much as Alcon remains in your Enemy's Camp, 
either thro? your Fault or his own; his Own, 
indeed, if he pretends cauſeleſs Fear; or 
Vours, if a Man can't tell you the Truth 
without Hazard of his Life; I have thought 
proper, in Gratitude for the kind Entertain- 
ment I formerly receiv'd at your hands, to 
venture Myſelf amongſt Vou, in order to in- 
form You that there are ſtill Conditions upon 
which both your Lives and Peace may be ob- 


Application no Intereſt at Heart bur yours, 
you may recollect, that while You had any 
Hopes of Relief from the Romans, I never 
made any Propoſals of this kind ro You. Bur 
now, ſince you may juſtly deſpair of any 
timely Aid, and that neither your Valour, 
nor your Walls are longer able to defend You, 
I bring you Terms of Peace and Safety, more 

applicable, I confeſs, to your Neceſſities than 
your Honours. There are good Hopes of 
bringing Theſe to paſs, if What Hannibal 
R . b offers 
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© and well nigh taken it all, he reſolves to de- 
; < prive You of; but He is content to leave you 
; «your Territories, and aſſign You a Place in 
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expecting the Senate's Anſwer, withdrew them- 
ſelves all of a ſudden, and retir'd to their feye- 
ral Homes: and from thence brought forth all 
the Gold and Silver they had into the Market- 
place, where they caſt it into a great Fire, made 
haſtily for that purpoſe, and moſt of themſelves 
after it: chuſing rather ſo to periſh with their 
Treaſure, than conſent to part with It. This put 
the whole City into a Diſorder and Conſterna- 
tion, which was ſoon after encreaſed by a lamen- 
ble Shriek from the Citadel: for about this 
Time a certain Tower, which had long been 
batter'd, fell ſuddenly to the Earth, and thro? 
the Breach made by its Fall, in ruſl'd a great 
Number of Carthaginians; who finding the 
Town unguarded, and the Breach undefended, 
gave Notice of it to their General, who pre- 
ſently took the favourable Opportunity, in- 
ſtantly ſtorm'd the City on every Side with all 
his Forces, ſo in a Moment became Maſter of 
it: Immediately giving Orders, that no Quarter 
ſhould be allowed to any Perſons above four- 
teen Years of Age. This Command was al- 
moſt needleſs; few of the Saguntines ſuffering 
their own Lives to be ſpared ; the greateſt Part 
of them either ſhutting themſelves up in their 
Houſes with their Wives and Children, and 
then ſetting Fire to them, or elſe valiantly fight- 
ing in their Armour, till oppreſs'd by Numbers 
they fel -  - - + | | | 


THUS was Saguntum deſtroy'd, after an 
obſtinate Defence on their Part againſt a cloſe 
Siege of Eight Months: The Conquerors found 
great Store of Pillage in it, tho' much more 

was purpoſely deſtroy'd by the Proprietors. 
= | | Few 
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Few Lives were ſav'd among the Defendants; 
the Carthaginians were ſo provok'd with the 
deſperare Reſiſtance of Some, and the Confla- 
gration which the Deaths of Others occaſion'd, 
that they ſpar'd neither Age, nor Sex, of Such 
as came in their Pow'r. Tho' Hannibal had 
promis'd each Soldier the Benefit of his Pri- 
ſoners, yet ſo great was their Rage, that their 
Avarice could, not reſtrain it even from the 


Murther of Infants. 


THUS LIV relates the Cataſtrophe of 
this unhappy City; from whom Appian of A- 
lexandria differs widely. He ſays, that when 
the Saguntines found themſelves reduced to theſe 
Streights by War and Famine, in Order to de- 


fraud Hannibal of his intended Prize, they call'd 
in by publick Proclamation all the Gold and 


Silver, publick and private, that was in the 
Town; which having got, they brought to 


the open Market - place and there melted down, 


mingling with them Braſs, Lead, and other 
baſe Metals, in Order to make it worthleſs and 
inſignificant to the Victor. This when they 
had done, thinking it better to die bravely in 
Arms, than wait the lingering Death of Famine, 
they all reſolv'd to make a Nocturnal Salley, 
and periſh by the Swords of their Enemies. 
They one and all perform'd this gallant Reſo- 
lution, took the Beſiegers either aſleep, or in 
ſuch Confuſion, that they made a moſt dread- 
ful Slaughter of them, which Mited fo long as 
to rouſe the whole Army, by whom they were 
every One cut in Pieces. While the Women, 
Who from the Walls beheld the Deaths of their 
Husbands, either flung themſelves down 3 
the 


1 133-3] 

the Turrets, hung themſelves, or cut their own 
and Children's Throats; ſo that Hannibal took 
the Town, and finding his Hopes of Plunder 
deceiv'd, was ſo incens'd, that He order'd all, 
who were left, to be put to Death without Di- 


ſtinction of Age or Sex. 1 


THERE. is no reconciling this wide Dif- 
ference in Hiſtorians, t ho' I am inclined to 
believe L1YY's the exacteſt Account; it a- 
greeing beſt with the receiv'd Notions of the 
old Romans upon this Story. I believe, I may 
venture to call the Relation of Valerius Mas 
æimus, the common Notion of his Time, at leaſt, 
concerning this matter. He differs in this from 
Liuy, that he ſays, the Saguntines by univerſal 
Conſent brought Every One what was deareſt 
and moſt valuable to him into the Market - place: 
where having collected a great Quantity of com- 
buſtible Matter, they ſet it on fire, and ſo the 
whole City, the Inhabitants, and the Riches 
of it periſh'd in one Common Flame. I ſhall 
conclude this Account with a fine Remark 
made by the Author laſt mention'd upon the 
foregoing Story. [ ſhould believe, ſays He, that 
F the Goddeſs Faith herſelf had then look'd down 
upon Human Affairs, She muſt have worn a ſor- 
rowful .Countenance, to ſee ſo ſtrict a Veneration of 
her Laws rewarded with ſo unhappy a Cataſtrophe. | 


ä —— 
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| + Crediderim, tunc ipſam Fidem humans Negotia ſpeculan- 
tem maſium geſſiſe Vultum ; perſeverantiſſimum Sui Cultum 


que Fortunæ judicio tam acerbo exitu damnatum cernentem. 
Val. Max, li. VI. | Rn : . 
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5 NOW, M AD A 5 1 think there remains 
no more Hiſtory neceſſary for your Ladyſhip's 
underſtanding Mr. FR OWM DE's Play. Per- 
haps, I have been long in this Draught, but, I 
hope, not tedious. I have endeavour'd ſo to 
connect the Story, as to make it as well en- 
tertaining in general, as inſtructive for this par- 
ticular Purpoſe. I think it will be abſolutely 
concluded, when I. add, that the mention'd Am- 
baſſadors from Carthage, and the News of Sa- 
guntum's Deſtruction, arriv'd at Rome much a- 
bout the ſame Time: Upon which the Romans 
preſently declar'd War againſt Carthage, and ſo 
enſued That which is generally known by the 
Name of the Second Punic War, andin which 
they ſcem'd to have felt the Anger of Heaven 
for their Perfidy to Saguntum. 


IJ am now come to the Second part of my 
Task, which is to give your Ladyſhip ſuch an 
Account of the, Siege and Fall of SA UN. 
TUM as can be collected from Claſſic Poetry. 


THE Poet, who gives the ampleſt Relation 
of this unhappy Story, is Silius Italicus; a no- 
ble Roman, who lived between the Reigns of 
Nero and Domitian. He wrote the Hiſtory of 
the Second Punic War in an Epic Poem of Se- 
venteen Books, Part of his Firft, and his whole 
Second Book are laid out upon the Subject of 
this Siege. He has added the Embelliſhments 
of Poetry, ſuch as Fable, Machinery, and the 
like, to the Truth of Hiſtory: The true Paſ- 
ſages of his Poem are generally Extracts from 
Ly put into Verſe: Mr. Frowde ſeems to have 

con- 


[35] 
conſulted him alittle, for whoſe Sake I trouble 
your Eadyſhip with his Deſcription of this Siege, 
except ſuch Parts of it as, from their: Agree- 
ment with the Hiſtorian, you already know. 


HE begins it with a Deſcription of Hanni- 
baÞs formally ſummoning Saguntum to yield, 
before any Hoſtilities were committed; and 
thereto perſuading them by the great Number 
and Valour of his own Forces, the City's Di- 
| ſtance from Rome, and the Improbability of its 
holding out till Aid came from thence. Upon 
receiving a tauntful and ſcoffing Anſwer, He 
himſelf began the War by throwing his Jave- 
lin at Caicus who gave him that Anfwer, and 

iercing him thro' the Body, ſo that he tum 
ed down from the Battlements. 

THE Poet then goes on to deſcribe the 
Attacks and Skirmiſſies, the Wound which Han- 
nibal receiv'd, and ſeveral other Circumſtances 
mention'd by the Hiſfforian, with very little ma- 
terial Difference, except that his Battels, like 
all poetical Battels, are pretty well fill'd with 
the Names and Characters of ſuch as fall in 
Them. He particularly mentions Murrus, whoſe 
Name you will find in Mr. Froude's play, and 
who receives his Death from Hannibal, but 
earlier in the Siege than Mr. Frowde has thought 
fit to place it. l Vis 


TE latter part of the firſt Book contains 
the Speech of the Sagantine Ambaſſadors to the 
Roman Senate, and their Debates thereupon, 
ſuch as the Hiſtorian has already deſcribed them, 
with this only ——_—— that the Poet names 
1 2 two 
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two Senators who gave their Opinions, the 
One for an immediate War, and the, Other for 
the Delay which the Romans uſed, and whoſe 
Advice was taxen. The firſt of Theſe was Len- 
tulus, and the latter Fabius; who was afterwards 
Dictator, and acquired the Sirname of Maxi- 
mus, by his important Services in amuſing Han- 
nibal with Shifts and Artifices, and declining 


to fight Him, till his Forces were ſufficiently 


weaken'd: And with his Character ends the 
THERE is another Thing to be obſerved, 
that Sicoris (whoſe Character the Author of the 
incloſed Play makes good Uſe of) is repreſented 


by the. Latin Poet as one of the Ambaſſadors; 


. 


and the Perſon who makesa grave and pathetic 
Speech to the Roman Senate. 


3 THE Second Book begins with the Recep- 


tion which the Roman Ambaſſadors met with 
from Hannibal; agreeing in Fact with what You 


have heard before from Livy. Then the Poet 


returns to. his favourite Theme of Skirmiſhes 
and Attacks in the manner of his Former, ſave 
only that he introduces an Amazon Queen un- 
der the Name of Asbyte, whoſe Character is the 
lame with Candace's in this Play; (the Name 
being only alter'd by Mr. Frowde for the bet- 
ter Sound ;z ) who after performing many gallant 
Exploits, on HannibaPs Side, has her Brains 
beat our by Theron ' with his Club. This 
Theron is repreſented in the Poem as the Prieft 
of Hercules, and deſcribed as Your Ladyſhip will 
obſerve him to be in the Play. He cuts off the 
Head of 45byte with her own Ax, and diſplays 
. Ges | 1 


it to the Army with inſolent Triumph " for 
which he is in Revenge kill'd by Hannibal, and 
his dead Body deliver'd to the Virgin Attendants 


of Asbyte, who mangle and deform it, and burn 
his Club, Lyon's Skin, and other Habiliments 


of War, as an expiatory Sacrifice to the Ghoſt 


of their Miſtreſs. 


THE poet then returns to the Audience 
which the Roman Ambaſſadors had from the 


Carthaginian Senate, where the Debates and Re- 
ſolution are the ſame with thoſe before men- 
tioned; only the Poet throws in here a Circum- 
ſtance which Livy refers to a Second Embaſſy 
of the Romans, after the Deſtruction of Sagun- 
tum. He ſays, that One of the Ambaſſadors, af- 
ter receiving the Reſolves of the Senate, held 
up the Lappet or Skirt of his Garment, and 


preſented it to them, crying, I have got here 


both Peace and War; chuſe, which you pleaſe of 
them: To which they anſwer'd, E'en which you 
pleaſe: To That he reply'd, throwing looſe his 


_ Robe, Then take War: which They with ſeeming 


Pleaſure accepted. He alſo differs from Livy in the 
Names of the Ambaſſadors z according to Livy 
they were P. Valerius Flaccus, and ©. Bebius 
Pamphilus: but Silius [talicus mentions Fabius 
as the Perſon wha gave this bold Defiance. Me- 
thinks, this is a Hint, which Sir Walter Raleigh 
has overlook'd, when he diſputes the Authority 
of Livy in this Caſe. He follows Polybius, who 
mentions but one Embaſſy to Carthage, and that 
after the taking of Saguntum : becauſe, as he ſays, 
a Second had been idle after ſo bad a Reception 
in the firſt. This is very juſt; bur does not the 
Poet here better reconcile the Sincerity of Livy 
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and the Honour of his Countrymen, by ſup- 
poſing the Proceedings which Livy gives us of 
two Embaſſies, ro have been tranſacted in One? 


I cannot diſmiſs this Paſſage without obſer- 
ving the vaſt Difference with which the Anti- 
ent Writers relate this Denunciation of War. 
Livy and Polybius agree in the before-mention'd 
Behaviour of the Ambaſſador, while Aulus Gel- 
lius affirms, That He only deliver'd to the Se- 
nate an Epiſtle from the People of Rome, in 
which they declared that they had ſent a Spear 
and a Hand for the Carthagjnians to take their 
Choice of: While Marcus Varro aſſerts, that 
neither Spear nor Wand were ſent, but Two 
little Tallies on which were carved the Words 
Peace, and War that They might fignify their 
Intention by the Acceptance of either the One 
or the Other. I beg your Ladyſhip's Pardon for 
troubling You with this Pedantry : but the Uſe 
J would make of it, is, to ſhew the Difficulty. 
of recovering Truth, when fo remotely plac'd 
in Antiquity. This, 1 hope, will be my Ex- 
cuſe for any Errors of that kind, which your 
Ladyſhip, or your Fricnds, may diſcover inthis 
r 


BUT to return to our Roman Poet, ac- 
cording to Whom Hannibal ſtill carried on 
the Siege, while the Saguntines, upon whom 
Calamity on Calamity increaſed, were op- 
preſs'd by ſuch a Famine, occaſion'd by an en- 
tire Want of Proviſions and Water, that, in 
_ defending the Walls, they rather look'd like 
Ghoſts than Men. Their Diſtreſs is very 
poetically deſcrib'd by Silius, who arme 

; them 


P 
them as licking up the Dew of the Night 
from the Earth, preſſing the hardeſt Timber 


for its Juice to ſatisfy their Thirſt, and gnaw- 


ing the Leather from their Shields to aſſwage 
their Hunger. | 5 | 


- YOUR Ladyſhip may remember I before 
uainted You of the Tradition, that Hercu- 

les was the Founder of Saguntum. The Poet 
makes Uſe of this to introduce a fine-Piece of 
Machinery by way of Epiſode ; He ſuppoſes 
Hercules, whom the Saguntines worſhip'd as 
their Tutelar God, and to whoſe: Honour 
there was a magnificent Temple erected in the 
City, looking down from Heaven with Piry 
and Concern upon the Miſeries of his Favou- 
rite People : but without Power to give Them 
any Aſſiſtance, ſo implacable was the Hatred 
Thar Juno, the Carthaginians old Friend, and 
is inveterate Foe, bore Them on Both theſe 
Accounts. He therefore reſolves to apply 
himſelf to Fides, the Goddeſs of Public Faith, 


who was alſo ador'd by the Saguntines, and 


for whole Sake they endur'd all theſe Cala- 


mities, to try, if by her Means any Comfort 


or Relief might be given to their diſtreſt Vo- 
taries. Hercules, the Poet tells us, finds the 
Goddeſs in the remoteſt Part of Heaven, and 
addreſſes her in Behalf of the Saguntines for 
ſome Pity and Aſſiſtance; © repreſents their 
© Sufferings,as borne upon her Account; ſhews 
his own Inability to ſuccour them againſt 
© the powerful Intereſt of Juno; and hopes 
£ thar She, who was born before Joe himſelf, 


© might have Power to alleviate their Misfor- 


tunes.“ The Goddeſs anſwers, that their 


© Doom © 
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s Doom is itrecoverably fixt by Fate, that the. 
© only Reparation She can make them is Eter- 
© nal Fame; that She has long thro' the Crimes 
of Men been forced to abandon Earth, but 
© thar, however, for the ſake of the Sagun- 
© Zines, ſhe will once more return to It, in 
© order to give them what Comfort ſhe can 
© in this Exigency.' Upon this She imme- 
diately deſcends from Heaven, gets among the 
Beſicg'd, inſpires them with freſh Conſtancy, 
fortifics them in their Reſolutions of continu- 
ing true to their Leagues, fixes in them a no- 
ble Defire of ſudden Death, rather than to 
ſubmit to what they were now reduced, ſa- 
tisfying their Hunger with Human Fleſh. 


Jo, who at the ſame time happen'd to 
deſcend to the Carthaginian Camp, met the 
Goddeſs, and after many Reproaches ang 
Taunts ro her, for exciting and encouraging 
this unlucky War, took a Reſolution of be- 


ing reveng'd on her in her darling People. 


T O this Purpoſe, ſays the Poet, the dif- 
patch'd a Fury into the Town to haſten their 
Deſtruction. This Fury, by the Help of ſome 
malignant Speeches and unlucky Omens, which 
ſhe ſpread among them, drove all the Matrons 
of the Town into Frenzy, inſomuch that 
when the Men, who, at the Inſpiration of 
Fides had brought all their Wealth, and every 


thing that was dear to them into the Forum, 


and placed them on a Heap with combuſtible 


Matter about them, in order to burn their 


Riches, the Town, and themſelves; the Wo- 
men, mean while, by the Inſtigation of Tifiphone, 
| | 1 2" wal 


141 
the Fury abovementioned, fell to cutting their 
own, their Husbands, and their Children's 
Throats: nor did they ceaſe from this horrid 
Madneſs, till all was conſum'd in the general 
Blaze. Thus, as the Poet ſays, 


In voluntary Flames Saguntum burns, 
And to deprive the Congu'ror of the Spoil, 


| The People, and their Wealth, compoſe the Pile. 


YOU ſee, MAD A M, what a Poverty of 
Materials the Detail of this Hiſtory affords, 
to build an Erngliþ Tragedy with; and you'll 


be furpriz'd to behold what a Noble Pile 


Mr. Frowde has raiſed out of theſe Ruins. The 
real Hiſtory, as You obſerve, furniſhes him 
with hardly an Incident fir for our Stage ; but 
not one Character (except that of Hannibal, 
whom he could not properly introduce) that 
was any way improveable, You may remark 
at the ſame time the Poetical Hiſtory all 


through ſo - Viſionary and Romantic, that 


Nothing could be drawn from it for the En- 
tainment of an Audience, who conſult their 
Reaſon in the Choice of their Pleaſures. 
There are, indeed, to be found in Silius Itali- 
cus, the Names at leaſt of moſt of his Cha- 
racters, but not One of them pourtray d fe 
— and fairly as they ſtand in the Engliſh 
lay, ac os 3 


ITRUE it is, that he has receiv'd ſome 
Advantages from his Knowledge of the An- 
cients, but they are ſuch Advantages as every 
Poet is not capable of taking. Nor let it be 
thought a m to his own Genius, 


that 
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that he now and then imitates the Poet who went 
before Him upon this Story; ſince, as I already 


hinted, ſuch an Imitation is a Proof of his 
own Excellence: 


At leaſt, tis hop'd, he'll meet a kinder Fate, 
Who ſtrives from Standard Authors to tranſlate, 
Than ſuch as give You, without once repenting, 
Long-labour'd Nonſenſe of their own Inventing, 


I ſthan't think I have done with Silius [ta- 


Jicus, till I have ſhewn the Advantage my 


Friend has over him, by a Compariſon of ſome 
few Paſſages, which, if he may be ſaid to bor- 
row, I am ſure he is able to repay with Inte- 
reſt. I hope your Ladyſhip's Excuſe for in- 
ſerting ſome neceſſary Latin Quotations : nor 
will they come altogether ſo improperly be- 
fore You, as before moſt of your Sex and 
Quality. For tho' I have often heard you 
avow an Tgnorance of that Language, yet I 
have very good Reaſons to believe you only 
did fo to diſgrace ſuch of your Male Acquain- 
fance, as made Pretenſions to that kind of 
Knowledge. At worſt, your Ladyſhip will be 
furniſh'd with a very good Excuſe for receiv- 
ing this Impertinence, by the Author's knows 
ing what Learned Company you have now 
with you in the Country. | 5 


I ſhall put down theſe Parallel Paſſages in 
the Order which they occur ta my Memory ; 


andr he firſt is the fine Speech of Hercules to 


Fides in the Epiſode already mention d. 


Ante 


T4] 
Ante ſovem generata, decus Divimque bominumgue, 
Qud fine non tellus Pacem, non æquora noru nt, 
Juſtitiæ Conſors, tacitumque in pectore Numen, 
Exitiumne tuæ dirum ſpetlare Sagunti,; 
Et tot pendentem pro te, Dea, cernere pœnas 
Urbem lenta potes ? Moritur tibi Vulgus, & unam 
Te Matres, vincente Fame, te mæſta Virorum 
Ora vocant; primaque ſonant te Voce Minores ; 
Fer Celo auxilium, & feſſis da ſurgere rebus. 


- YOU'LL obſerve how finely this Speech 
is turn d in a Prayer of Sicoris, the Gover- 
nor, to Fides, imploring her Protection and 
Aſſiſtance. „ 


Thou Pow'r divine, born before Jove bimſilf, 
At once the Glory both of Men and Gods, 
Conſort of Juſtice, Deity confeſt 


« . 


In ev'ry Boſom where Thou deign'ſt to dwell! ? 


Canſt Thou, unmov'd, behold thy own Saguntum, 
Oppreſt with Woes ſurpaſſing human Bearing? 
Moes, that She ſuffers for thy Sake alonc? © 
For Thee the People die, on Thee they call, 
The rueful Father, and deſpairing Matron; 
A hile famiſht Infants learn to ſpeak thy Name. 


O5 let their innocent and piteous Cries 
Pull down thy Vengeance on our cruel Foes. 


Silius Halicus in the firſt Book, in the De- 
ſcription of a Sally, gives us a Liſt of African 
Heroes, who fell by the Hand of Murrus. 


Tum Frontem Chermes intonſum umbrante Capillo 
Septus, & berrentes effingens Crine galeros. 
Tum Maſulus, cruddque virens ad bella ſenectd 


Karthalo, non pavidus fetas mulcere Leenas, 
G 2 | _ 
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Ei vaſiæ Naſamon Syrtis populator Hyemplſal, 
Audax in fluctu laceras raptare Carinas, 
Und omnes dextraqut cadunt iraque perempti. 
| Nee non ſerpentem diro exarmare veneno 
Doctus Athyr, tadtuque graves ſopire chelydros, 
As dubiam admoto ſobolem explorare ceraſte. 
Tu quogue fatidicis Garamanticus accola lucis, 
Inſignis flexo galeam per tempora cornu, 
Heu fruſtra reditum ſortes tibi ſæpe locutas, 
Mentitumque Jovem increpitans, occumbis, Hiarba. 


Mr. Frowde has very juſtly, without any 
View to the Order of Tranſlation, made 
Murrus in his third Act boaſt of the Deaths of 
all theſe Perſons by his Sword, in the following 
Manner. . 8 
—— Me Hyempſal fel. 

N ho with bold feet durſt tread the dang rous Sands, 
And from the raging Seas ſnatch back their Spoils. 
By Me fell Chermes, Maſulus, and Aryr, 
Who of his Poiſon could diſarm the Serpent, 
Ana, touching, charm'to Sleep the baneful Adder: 
Then Kartalo, that with intrepid Hand © 
Mould ſoothing firoke the pregnant Lioneſs. 
All Lybian Chiefs, and ſuch their Savage Virtues. 
Nor could, ſuperior to all Theſe, Hiarbas Z 
Eſcape my Sword, tho ſprung from mighty Jove. 


IN the ſecond Book of the Roman Poet we 
| End the Retreat of the Saguntines into the 
Gates of their City illuſtrated by the follow- 
ing beautiful Simile. —_— 


Sic, ubi Cecropius formidine nubis aquoſe 
Sparſa ſuper fleres examina zollit Hymettos, 


Ad 


[ 45 } 


Ad dulces Ceras & odori corticis anira 

Mellis apes gravide properant, denſogque volatu 
 Raucum connex# glomerant ad limina murmur. 
Precipitat metus attonitos, cæcique feruntur. 


WHICH Smile ſee, upon a like Occa- 
ſion, vaſtly exceeded in the Engliſh Play, and 


put in the Mouth of his n in the fourth 
Act. 


Imagine fo thy for a Swarm of Bees 

Driv'n to their Hive by ſome impendi Storm, 

FWhich at its little ke in cluſiring . | 
And 3 0'er each other's Backs, they enter. 

Such was t 

To gain the Gates, not ev'n in That ſreare, 

So cloſe the Foe purſu'd. 


WE find the ſame Advantage on the Side of 
our Author in the Deſcription of Theroy's At- 
tack upon Hannibal: The Latin is as follows. 


ed comortum prior impete vaſto 
Daunius huic robur juvenis jacit arma fragore 


Ja gravi raucum ee alteque reſultant 
re illiſa cavo nodoſæ pondera Clave: © 


HOW much more beautiful are the Eu gli 


Lines, which immediately follow thoſe 1 ; 


before. 

n, then that Theron, 
Advancing fi 1 like another Cocles, 
Met his full Rage : and from bis brawny Arms 
With 25 lee lean hurl'd his knetty Club- 
Strongly It flew, and on the Tyrian's Armour 
Horridly clanking, from his _ rebounded. , 


e People's s Flight, and ſuch their Haſte . 
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146 | 
I. will mention but a few Paſſages more, in 
which our Poct, without either borrowing from, 
or imitatirig the Latin, has equal'd, if not out- 
done Him. The firſt that occurs is the Cha- 
racter of Achte, which is thus given us by 
Silius Italicus. "a 


Hec ignara viri, vacuoque aſſueta cubili, 

Penatu, & filvis primos defenderat annos - 

Non calathis mollita manus, operatave fuſo, 
Dictynnam, & /altus, & anbelum impellere plantd 
Corni pedem, ac ftraviſſe feras immitis amabat. 
Quales Threiciz Rhodopen Pangæaque /uſtrant 
Saxofir nemora alta jugis, curſuque fatigant 
Hebrum innipta manus. Spreti Ciconeſque Ge- 

tæque, : ; | , 

Et Rheſi domus, & lunatis Biſtones armis. 


Ergo habitu inſignis patrio, religata fluentem 


Heſperidum dono crinem, dextrumgue feroci 
Nuda latus Marti, ac fulgentem tegmine læ uam 
Thermodoontiaci munita in prœlia peltd, 
Fumaniem rapidis quatiebat curſibus axem. 


IFI miſtake nor, the Character of Candace, 


as drawn by Mr. FRO W O E, will make. an 


equal Figure with This; Not to mention that 
ſeveral Parts of it, as given by the Roman Poet, 
are entirely out of the Reach of the Drama: I 
apprehend that It is in Eugliſßhù᷑ more delicate, 
and full as ſtrong. We are to take Samples 
of it from more than one Part of the Play; and 
firſt from her own Converſation with Fabius, 
with whom the Poet ſuppoſes her in Love: 
where I think it is finely heighten'd by an art- 


ful Contraſt with another Female Character. 


Cand. 


13 


Cand. Am I rejected for a puling Girl ? 
A fondling, ſoft, domeſtic Animal, 3 
Whoſe wondrous Talent, whoſe Perfection is 
To weave ſome pretty Story in the Loom, 

Or with her Lute ſoften yet more her Soul; 
A cooing Turtle, that bemoans its Mate, 
Inſipid Creature, form'd without à Gall! 


Fab. Her Talents are not maſculine, indeed; 
To wield the Sword, to ſtrain the twanging Tew, 
To laſh the foaming Steeds, and drive the Car 
With rapid Wheels o'er mangled Carcaſes, 

She knows not : — Theſe are Amazonian Virtues. 
Zet is She not the leſs replete with Honour; 
And nobleſt Sentiments confirm her Soul. 

With female Softneſs She bewails her Country 
With manly Patience She partakes its Hardſhips ; 
Whilſt the poor Pitance, dol'd about with Caution, 
To fence againſt, that meagre Fiend, the Famine, 
In Pity ſhe divides with ſome ſtarv'd Soldier. 


THE Roman Poet, in the Beginning of his 

Deſcription, takes Notice of Asbyte's Virgin 
Character, and Averſion to Love: As ſuch She 
had been almoſt uſeleſs in an Engliſs Tragedy: 
therefore Mr. FROM DE, who is oblig'd to 
furniſh her with that Paſſion, does it in a Man- 
ner, as ſuitable as may be, to the Violence of 


her Amazonian Temper. 

Love there's a turbulent, unruly Gueſt; 

For What in Others of the Sex is Softneſs, 
In Her ſeems but a gentler Kind of Frenzy. 


I think the.Genius of our Eugliſoʒ Poet will 


be ſhewn to great Advantage, in his Deſcrip- 


tion 
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tion of the Diſtreſs and Famine of the Sagun- 
tines... Thus the Latin Poet has it, 


Jamgus ſeneſcebat vallatis menibus hoſtir, 
Carpebatque dies urbem, dum figna, manu[que 
Expectant feſſs ſocias. Tandem equore vans 
Avertunt oculos, fruftrataque litora ponunt, 

Et propiùs ſuprema vident. Sedet atta medullis 
Jamdudum, atque inopes penitiis coquit intima Peſtis. 
Eſt furtim lento miſer? durantia taboo | 
Viſcera, & exurit ſiccatas ſanguine venas 
Per longum celata fames. Jam lumina retro 
Exeſis fugtre. genis ; jam lurida ſold 

Tecta cute, & vents malt juncta trementibus ola 
Exftant, conſumptis viſu deformia membris. 
Humentis rores noctis terramque madentent + 
Solamen fectre mali, caſſoque labore 

E fied fruftra preſſerunt robore ſuccos. 

Nil temerare piget  rabidi jejunia ventris . 
Inſolitis adigunt veſci; ee, nudos 
Liuquentes clipeos, armorum tegmina mandunt. 


_ HOW fnely does Mr. Froude deſcribe the 
ſame Thing, almoſt without the Aſſiſtance of 
the Latin. He has very judiciouſly thrown it 
into Dialogue: Tis to de Found in the Se- 
cond Act, b tween Sicoris, the Governor, Mur- 
rus, and Timandra, his Son and Daughter. 


Sic. Tho' twice four Moons the Tyrian has begirt, 
With Troops unnumber d as bis Africk Sands, 
Our Walls; yet ftill, tho" ſbatter d, they remain; 
Our Tow'rs, tho" ſhaken, flill ereft their Heads, 
Aud threaten in their Fall to craſb the Fus. 


Mur. 


Tim. With feeble Steps, upheld by diſaſed Speart, 
Our aged Sires aſcend, and man the Ramniparts 


— 


tb 


Mar. Thus low reduced, thus fore difiref by Fa- 


mine, 


be People fili maintain their priftine Patbur « © 


Patient, They e all the dire Extremes; 
Saftenante, ſeem Things forgot. 


— 


Pour thence in Prayrs @ od of Bleſſings donn, 


And cheer with good Preſage their ſallying Sons! = 
Sic. And ſuch ſhould prove th Event, were not 


their Strength .. 1 
Impair'd by Want of Nature's due Refreſhments : 
Strong in their Hearts alone, their Foes they ſeth, 


With Whom, when met, they deal but flender Blows. 


I muſt obſerve upon This, that the noble 
Neglect of their Hunger and Sufferings, which 


the Saguntines ſhew in our Engliſ̃ Poet, has 
much more of the Sublime in it, than that 


pompous Deſcriprion of the Methods they 
uſed to appeaſe them, in the Lain. 


W HEN Sitius 1talicus makes Eides deſcend, 
and inſpire the Saguntines with a Reſolution 


to fire the Ciry rather than ſurrender it; the 
Rrovgeſt Thing he ſays of them is, 
Inſperatus adeff Vigor, interid/que tecurſat , 
Dulcis bows Dive, & ſacrum pro Virgine Letum. 


- 


ö 
f 
; 


le 


HOW. does my Friend triumph over him 
when he deſcribes the ſame Reſolution, in the 


noble and pompous Manner that follows? 
Ther. Nor one of all averſe to the Defien, 


Co firm their Love of Liberty and Faith: 
The neble Warmth inſpires. the very Matroxs, 


is 


Who, dancing in their Arms their famiſh'd Babes, 8 


Cry, Huſh, my Boy, an End of Woes isnigh ; 
And fince it was not giv 'n thy Infant Arm 


her .— 


To "ata t een . 18 


Sic: Then Allis well; at WP in our ae fad States 3 


Then let the barb'rous Foe inſult aur Walls, 


The naked Ruins where Saguntum froedes 


Our free-born Sons in Freedom ſhall expire, 
Vifit th* Elyſian Fields all true, all brave, 


la not 4 25 Soul deſcend. the Shades a ' Slave: 


Hus, MADAM, have I ſhewn oa 


Mr. Frowde can ſtand either with, or without, 
Silius Ttalicus. When he imitates him, he is 
always equal to him, ſometimes above him; 

when he does not, he is never inferior to him- 
. ſelf. This i is a Proof, that he mover borrows - 


thro” Poverty. of Imagination.” his Way of 
Writing is very juſtly applauded by all "Be 


Criticks; *tis a Sort of Traffick with the An- 


cients, yery much to our Advantage, ſince, by 
it, we import all their Treaſures into our own 


Lunguage. And the Poet, that can ſucceſs- 


fully carry on this kind of Commerce, which 


gives an Opportun r y fo the World to com- 


pare bim with tho ** may be ſaid to 


wreſt 


wreſt the Club of Hercules out of his Hands, 
and uſe it againſt its Maſter. No body practi- 
ſed This more, nor with greater Succeſs, than 
the late Mr. 4 D DIS O NV. and Mr. Frowde, 
who had the Happineſs of being his Pupil at 
the Univerſity, has done Honour to this Prac- 
_ tice of his Tutor, by every where following his 
Steps in it. It is of a better Uſe fill ro the 
unlearned World, who, by reading what the 
Ancients thought upon ſome Occaſions, may 
become able to think like them upon Others. 
At leaſt, if we may judge by the Effects which 
the Writings of Homer, Virgil, and the other 
Claſſics have upon Thoſe who are moſt conver- 
fant with them, Mr. 4ddiſon and Mr. Frowde, 
by a thorough Intimacy which them, thought 
upon every Occaſion like them. Mr. Audis 
Paſſion for Liberty ſet him upon a Level with 
the old Romans; and I think Mr. Foude's 
Love of his Country is not inferior. Ithought 
to have done with Quotation, at leaſt in this 
Part. of my Letter, which I can't conclude 
without ſhewing, by an Inſtance or Two, how _ 
much the Honour of his Country is always in 
Mr. Froudes Thougb ts 
THE Tenour of the five enſuing Lines is 
a fine Compliment to our Country, as they re- 
preſent an Ancient, thinking, that the World 
could never produce ſuch a Heroe, as We have 
lately had among Us; and cbliquely, hinting, 
tho” there had been a Pyrrbus, and a Hannibal, 
yeta MAR LBO ROUGH was reſery'd for 
futute age... 8 
A 


\ 
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N ere is the Heroe who nei er found his Equal? 
Or, which the Nation, that can boaſt a Chief, 
Who flill return'd vidorious from the Field! 
Such was not T ſuch our mighty Foe, 
Mot ev'n great Ha nibal himſelf, ſhall prove. 


Another is ip Theyos's Prophecy at the End 
of the Play, who foreſeeing the diſtant Revo- 
lutions of his Country, and particularly point- 
ing at the Slavery with which It was threaten'd 
ip tbe. Beginning of the late PUZEN's Reign, 
proceeds thus; 3 


* . . 
* 


: * 
1 


— —— Bebold ! behold! 
From theſe ſad Ruines flaming to the Skies, 

new Saguntum, Phenix like, ariſe; . 

Her Sons, like Us, ſhall Liberty maintain, 
And in their Faith inviolatę remain. | 
But when, as circling Tears have roll d their Round, 
O'er various Realms ſball Tyranny abound; 

A mighty Nation then fhall Heav'n ordain, 

Fo curb th Oppreſſor, and to break his Chain; 
A gen rqus Prople that delight to ſave, : 


Pleas'd from the Tyrant to ſet free the Slawe, 
Polite as Romans, and as Romans brave. 


IAM now, MAD 4M, entring upon the 
laſt Part of my Task, that is, the Explanation 
of ſome few Paſſages in the incloſed Play, which 
are Alluſions to Parts of Poetica! Hiſtory and 
ancient Cuſtoms, which may not be ſo readily 
underſtood as the Commoner Fables are by all 
Readers of Poetry. I ſhall, to this End, be ob- 
Hged to trouble your Ladyſhip with more Quo- 
tations than I intended; but to make you Aa- 
ä e mende, 


[53] 4 
mends, they ſhall be ſhorter than thoſe you 
have already had. ET on 


ACT I. SCENE E 


Curt. But, lo the Temple of Alcides open, 
Saguntum's Founder, and her Tutelar God. 

| Fab. In Him, He alfo boa ASnear 4 Claim, 
Dye mighty Author of the Fabian Race. 


 SILIUS. ITALICUS, among other of 

the Ancients, has remark'd, that che Fabian 
Family ſprung from Hercules and a Daughter of 
King Evander. This Piece of Hiſtory is con- 
firm'd by the Old Conſular Coins, ſtruck in 
Honour of the Fabii, upon which the Head 
of Hercules always finds a Place. Falliant, de 
Canſularib. Numm. Fabiæ Gentig. 


. SCENE U. 

Fab. — His lofty Stature 

Suits well the Enſigues of his GO Ü. | 

: THIS is ſpoken of Theronthe Prieſt of Her- 
cules, who is clad in a Lion's Skin, and bears a 

| Club after the Manner of his God. G) 


** 


' | © as th. 
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(*) Silins Italicus thus deſcribes Theron. 


Atque illi non haſta manu, non vertice caſſis, 
Sed, fiſus latis humeris & mole juvente 
Agmina vaſtabat Claud, nihil indigus enſis, 
Exuviæ capiti impoſite, tegimenque leonis 
Terriùilem attollunt excelſo vertice rictum. 
CTentum angues idem Lernæaque monſtra gerebat 
In clipes, & ſectis geminam Serpentibus hydram. 


ACT 


. 
© ACT-IL SCENE I. 
Of martial Realms, Getulian Chiefs that ride - 
Swift without Bridle, of Marmarick Lands, 
IPA ws. 


ET ULI and Marmarica were two Pro- 
vinces of Africt, at this time belonging to Can- 
dace, whoſe Father Hiarbas was kill'd in the 
Batre), in which She was ſuppos'd to be taken 
Captive. The Inhabitants of the former rode 
their Horſes without Bridle or Saddle, as is here 
deſcrib'd, and manag'd them with great Dex- 

terity only by the Help of A Gan which they 

Held between the Horſe's Ears, and thereby di- 
rected all his Motions. It may not be unne- 
ceſſary here to obviate at Objection, which 1 
have heard impertinent Cavillers make, about the 
Probability of an Amaxon's coming out of Atrick: 
whereas the commonly deſcribed Reſidence of 
them was in Schtbia. But for This the Autho- 
rity of Strabo and Juſtin are ſufficient to bear 
out our Author, without laying any Streſs up- 
on Filius Ialicus. The Curious, who have a 
Mind to ſatisfy themſelves further upon this 
Subject, may refer to the Tract compil'd by 
the Learned Petit, De Amaz onibus. 


©. 
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Did. SCENE ll. 


A. the ſame time attended by-a D 
Of nobleſt Virgins ſhall Timandra go, 


Fo Faith's chaſt Shrine : there proftrate on the the Floor, 


Our Heads and Hands array'd in pureſt White, 
We'll humbly join th* Oblation of our Prayers, 
And from the Goddeſs beg her kind 4 Ton, 


THIS is exactly agrecable to the ancient 


Worſhip of Faitb, 4 may be ſeen in e 8 
Antiquity explain'd, Vol. I. p. 220. 


ACT II. 8 CE NE II. 
Nor, _ Amycle, periſo by our Silence. © yo 
I have not found that every body readily 


takes the Meaning of this Paſſage, tho? moſt of 


the Claſſic Writers take Notice of Amyclz, and 
uſe” the Same Manner of Expreſſion, with 


Mr. Frowde. * Amycle was a Town in Tray, 
between Caieta and Terracina, built by the 


Lacedæmonians, who were Followers of Caſtor 
and Pollux. There ire ſeveral odd Stories told 


to account for the Silence which is either by 


Epitbet, or otherwiſe, annexed to its Name, 
when-ever mentioned. Some ſay, that it be- 


— aw, 4 arms 
n 1 
: 


* x 


* tacitis regnavit W . Virg. 
— quaſys everters Silentia, Amy cle, A Sil, Ital. 


came 


nem | 8 


[56] 
came thus proverbial from the Patience and Si- 
lence with which the Inhabitants bore the In- 
ſults of their Neighbours, till they were entire- 
ly deſtroyed. Others report, that being often 
3 fy alarm'd with Accounts of Invaſions from 
A their Enemies, they made a Law, that for the fu- 
ture no one ſhou 9 to ſpeak of an Ene- 
my: ſo that, when they were really invaded, they 
were taken unprepared, and thereby abſolute- 
ly deſtroyed. Servius, the old Commentator 
| upon Virgil, would furniſh ſeveral other Con- 
4 jectures; but they ſeem abſurd and remote from 
Probabli „ and therefore not material to be 
abjoin'd here. A 


Ac w. SCENE I. 


F ver my fas. 


* 


Reſtore me to the Garamantian Throne. 


* 


THE“ Garamaztes were a People of Afriek, 
over whom Silius Halicus ſuppoſes Hiarbas to 

have reignd; and after his Death, Mr. Frowde- 

ones Candace by right of Birth ſuececd 


THESE, Madam, are all the Paſſages t hat 

I think, would not be obvious to the moſt 
* dommon Spectator: I don't know whether 
= TL ſhould. except, that Hannibal and his Party 
| — — | — — 


-* Marmaricis audax in-belts Oenotr sn 
pPmerat Asbyte, protes Garamantis Hyarbz; Sil. Teal: 
: F331 q 2 2 4 N are 


2 | 
are frequently called by the different Names of 
5 Carthaginians, Tyrians, and Sidonians. 
The two firſt are cafily taken, but all People 
do not know that Carthage was a Colony 
from the Pheniciavs that inhabited Tyre 
and Sidon, which is accounting for the two 
latter Epithets. je | 1 


NOW, Madam, I have perform'd the 
Promiſe made to Vou in the Beginning of 
this Letter; give me Leave to make a'few _ 
Obſervations, which did not come within 
any Part of the Task I had enjoin'd my- 
ſelf. The Sterility of the Subject, (which, 
I remember, I once before mentioned, ) laid 
Mr. Frowde under the Neceſſity of inventing 

n new Tale, which might differ from the 

known Story, in ſuch Places as the Conduct 
of the Drama made convenient. For this 

Reaſon, as your Ladyſhip will find, the, Fable 

of the Play agrees with the Hiſtory in veſy few 

Circumſtances, The two Roman Characters, as 

well as That of Timandra, are of Mr. Frowde's 

own Invention. All the Underplot of Euryda- 
mas and Lycormas is likewiſe ſupplied by the 
ſame fruitful Imagination. In ſhort, Every In- 
cident in the Play, except Such as You find 
an Account of, either in the real or poetical 

Hiſtory, are to be attributed to the Genius of 

my Friend; and tho' the Name and Subject 

may give this Piece an Eclat, and perhaps tempt 
People to ſee or hear it, yet whatever real Ap= 
plauſe it meets with will be owing to the Me- 
Tits of the Writer. ; e i OY 


( 
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whe rf in, Mal, + ron at, 
: m the our of the 

mpany, 2 Wi! föffer Nothing fr pid 
5 a eg ed by the Ola Houſe : Except from thc 
ridiculèus Part of our Species, who go, or do 
not go, to a Playhouſe becauſe it is, the Faſhiop. 


I think, there is among the ey of both 


SEXES, whom I never oy upanimoys before, an 
| -oniiverſal Fondnefsfor their Parts: from which I 
flatter Myſelf that Each of them will do their 


belt: and therefore, I ho pes. wy 55 
0 


Will come to Town time 50 


the Repreſentation of this Trag 
may for once have the Pleaſure 4 


Langu , and properly 
Nie . new Pla b 122 
gment to be abovi ds keis Vos of 
Your Sex, I would mention atftorher Thing 
that might be a Temptation to You' to fee this 
Performance, Mr. wh, who'his' er 8 
enough to ſpare no Ex pence, 
Xuen to the Borertaistbefe of the Town, 55 
ſhewn that due Ne . to this Tragedy, and 
_ the Expectations the Publick from it, 
s to lay out a good Sum of Money, in 
eloathing all the Characters fplendidly a 
properly: So that the Drefles of the Ants 
d the Prieft of Hercules will give as much 
lenſure to the ignorant Gazer, as the Poetry 
in their Characters will to your Ladyſhip. 
They will make a Figure perfectly new on the 
Stage, and, 1 think, - — at Oddnefs 
Which, when it is the Attendant 7 No- 
"oo is apt to provoke Ridieule. . 
y 


Ns 
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„„ 
Iy give your Ladyſhip all the Wiſhes of the 
Seaſon, and am with che profoundeſt Reſpect, 


MADAM, 
Tour Ladyſhip's 
| Mop Obedient, 
Humble Servant, : 7 
JAN. 2. 1726. f 


